
Coyote Behavior Classification Animal Services Unit Response 

Coyote heard; scat or prints seen Observation  Distribute educational materials and information on normal coyote behavior.  

Coyote seen moving through the area 
(day or night) 

Sighting  Distribute education materials and information on normal coyote behavior.  

Coyote seen resting in area (day or night) Sighting  
If area frequented by people, educate on normal coyote behavior and how to haze to 
encourage animal to leave. Look for and eliminate attractants.  

Coyote entering a yard (no person 
present) 

Sighting  Educate on coyote attractants; provide hazing information and yard audit.  

Coyote following or approaching a 
person with no incident 

Encounter  Educate on hazing techniques. Look for and eliminate attractants.  

Coyote following or approaching a 
person and pet with no incident 

Encounter  
Educate on hazing techniques and pet management. If an open area, post education signs 
to alert other residents to keep dogs on leash and to haze coyotes. 

Coyote entering a yard with pets, no 
incident 

Encounter  
Educate on coyote attractants and pet management, provide hazing information and yard 
audit*.  

Coyote entering yard with people and 
pets, no pet attack occurring 

Encounter  
Gather information on specific animals involved and report circumstances. Educate on 
coyote attractants and pet management, provide hazing information and yard audit.  

Coyote injures or kills unattended pet in 
back yard 

Unattended Pet 
Attack  

Gather information on specific animals involved and report circumstances. Educate on 
coyote attractants and pet management, provide hazing information and yard audit. 

Coyote injures or kills pet off-leash in 
open space area 

Unattended Pet 
Attack  

Gather information on specific animals involved and report circumstances. Educate on pet 
management and hazing. Look for and eliminate food attractants.  

Coyote injures or kills livestock 
Livestock 
Loss/Depredation  

Gather information on specific animals involved and report circumstances. Educate on 
proper livestock husbandry (including the use of secure enclosures, livestock guarding 
animals, and/or proper fencing).  



Coyote Behavior Classification Animal Services Unit Response 

Coyote injures or kills pet off-leash with 
human nearby (within 6 feet) 

Attended Pet 
Attack  

Gather information on specific animals involved and report circumstances. Educate on pet 
management, coyote attractants and hazing, Perform yard/neighborhood /public area 
audit. Send educational materials to residents in the area. Implement high intensity hazing 
techniques (by ACOs, police, etc.)–using rubber bullets, paintball guns, etc.  

Coyote injures or kills pet on-leash 
(within 6 feet) 

Attended Pet 
Attack  

Gather information on specific animals involved and report circumstances. Educate on pet 
management, coyote attractants and hazing. Perform yard/neighborhood/ public area 
audit. Send educational materials to residents in the area. Implement high-intensity hazing 
techniques (by ACOs, police, etc.)–using rubber bullets, paintball guns, etc.  

Coyote aggressive toward person, 
showing teeth, back fur raised, lunging, 

nipping without contact 
Incident  

Gather information on specific animals involved and report circumstances. Educate on pet 
management, coyote attractants and hazing. Perform yard/neighborhood/ public area 
audit. Send educational materials to residents in the area. Implement high-intensity hazing 
techniques (by ACOs, police, etc.)–using rubber bullets, paintball guns, etc.  

Coyote has bitten human (Human 
encouraged coyote to engage by hand 

feeding, approaching coyote with pups, 
intervening during pet attack, etc.) 

Provoked Human 
Attack  

Identify and gather information on all details of attack (including action of victim before 
and after attack, whether feeding or pets were involved, action of victim towards coyote 
and how incident was resolved.) Any human bitten by a coyote(s) will need to seek the 
advice of their physician concerning the administration of a post-exposure rabies 
vaccination. If the offending coyote is killed, he/she should not only be tested for rabies, 
but should be also given a full necropsy (to determine general health and whether feeding 
was involved). Educate residents on coyote attractants, yard/neighborhood audits, hazing 
and pet management. Levy fines (for wildlife feeding or leash law violations) when 
appropriate. Implement high-intensity hazing techniques (by ACOs, police, etc.)–using 
rubber bullets, paintball guns, etc. for any other habituated or bold coyotes in area.  

Coyote has bitten human (Human did 
not encourage coyote to engage) 

Unprovoked 
Human Attack  

Identify and gather information on all details of attack (including action of victim before 
and after attack, whether feeding or pets were involved, action of victim towards coyote 
and how incident was resolved.) Any human bitten by a coyote(s) will need to seek the 
advice of their physician concerning the administration of a post-exposure rabies 
vaccination. If the offending coyote is killed, he/she should not only be tested for rabies, 
but should be also given a full necropsy (to determine general health and whether feeding 
was involved). Lethal control efforts, if implemented, should focus on the offending 
coyote(s), rather than the coyote population at large. Educate residents on coyote 
attractants, yard/neighborhood audits, hazing and pet management. Levy fines (for wildlife 
feeding or leash law violations) when appropriate. Implement high-intensity hazing 
techniques (by ACOs, police, etc.)–using rubber bullets, paintball guns, etc. for any other 
habituated or bold coyotes in area.  

 


